Child Emancipation V. Child Support: Which Comes
(Ends) First
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Often it is spelled out in divorce settlement agreements that once a child or children are emancipated,

child support can end.

It is a common misbelief that a child is automatically emancipated at the age of 18 in the State of New
Jersey and thus, one’s child support obligations are terminated when the child reaches that age,
Turning 18 years old in the State of New Jersey is only a presumption that a child’s is emancipated,

which can be rebutted by the parent still requiring support.

The more accurate way to view child emancipation is that a child is not emancipated unless the child
has moved beyond the sphere of influence and responsibility exercised by a parent and has been able
to obtain an independent status. Each case is a fact-sensitive analysis that turns on the totality of the

circumstances.
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