Bonnie C. Frost Quoted In NJBIZ Article, "Early Entry-Law
Students May Now Practice Before Sitting For the Bar
Exam"

As featured on NJBIZ.com on April 13, 2020.

Article by Gabrielle Saulsbery

In response to the financial hardship that 2020 law school graduates would face due to the indefinite
postponement of the bar exam, Chief Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court Stuart Rabner will

allow students who have not taken and passed the bar to practice law in New Jersey.

The order is also meant to fulfill legal needs during the COVID-19 public health emergency, which
some lawyers say will cause an influx of pro bono legal needs, including those addressing

employment law and domestic violence cases.

Under the temporary rule, for which he consulted with the deans of New Jersey's law schools,
graduates who have not yet taken a bar exam may be authorized to practice under the supervision of
an attorney in good standing who has been licensed to practice for no less than three years. They may
enter appearances, draft legal documents and pleadings, provide legal services to clients, engage in
negotiations and settlement discussions and provide other counsel consistent with the practice of law,

as long as they sit for the first bar exam scheduled after graduation.

The exam, originally scheduled for July, has been postponed until fall.

According to Bonnie Frost, name partner at Einhorn Barbarito Frost & Botwinick PC in Denville, the
new rule isn't much different than the current rule that permits law students to appear in court under

the supervision of a lawyer for uncontested issues such as divorce and adoption.
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“This ruling from Justice Rabner certainly makes more stringent what these people can do because the
anticipation is that they're going to be supervised in a sense they have more requirements on them
than the law students. They have to be fingerprinted, they have to be reviewed by the Committee on

Character, before they're authorized to appear in court,” Frost said.

Every licensed attorney in New Jersey has passed a review by the Committee on Character. Law

students, like the ones Frost mentioned, do not have to pass the committee to appear.

Per Rabner’s order, attorneys are invited to volunteer to help review the character of those that wish to

practice law before taking and passing their bar exam.

“Ordinarily, that review process can take months. The Committee will endeavor to expedite the
process. For years, volunteer attorneys have reviewed bar applications. The Court invites additional

attorneys willing to volunteer to contact the Committee,” the order said.

Frost did say, however, that the current state of affairs might affect the types of attorneys firms are
looking to hire.

“People want to understand about the CARES Act, or about their rights under unemployment, or as an
individual contractor. People are raising more of those types of questions, and the more people live
with each other and can’t get away from each other, there could be more instances of domestic

violence,” Frost said.

To read the entire NJBiz Article, click here.
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